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UPD Sgt. Justin Celano pauses during his speech about violence against Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders in the Martin Luther King Jr. Library on Thursday.

UPD discusses campus hate crimes
By Alessio Cavalca
STAFF WRITER

About a month after a hate crime
occurred on campus, San Jose
State’s UPD hoped to discuss those
incidents that affect the Asian
American and Pacific Islander
community during its event in
the Martin Luther King Jr. Library
Thursday.
UPD Chief Michael Carroll
said the goal of the event was to
start a conversation between the

police officers and the university
community to analyze possible
solutions and preventive measures
against hate crimes.
“This space is an opportunity
for us to be transparent with the
community in regards to some of the
things that we’re encountering, some
of the things that we have done and
some of the things that we plan on
doing in future,” Carroll said.
The most recent hate crime on
campus occurred the morning of
Sept. 2.

“A hate incident . . . occurred
this morning during which two
Asian American students were
verbally confronted by a non-affiliate
woman of Latinx descent who told
them to leave the country,” Interim
President Steve Perez stated in a
campuswide email.
Perez said UPD were called to
investigate and the students opted
not to pursue the matter, though
the assailant has been banned

A hate incident . . . occurred this morning
during which two Asian American students
were verbally confronted by a non-affiliate
woman of Latinx descent who told them to leave
the country.
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interim president

ASSOCIATED STUDENTS

A.S. gives students free
transit across Bay Area
Access randomly granted to 7,000 students
By Alessio Cavalca
STAFF WRITER

Since August, 7,000 San Jose State students
have been granted free travel across the
Bay Area through public transit in part of
the Associated Students (A.S.) BayPass
Pilot Program.
During a news conference in front of
the Black Olympic Power Statue Thursday,
A.S. said it has partnered with the Santa
Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA)
to test the effectiveness of the program.
“This pass allows you access to all
24 transit agencies, which includes the BART
CalTrain, VTA and light rail,” said Dhruv
Varshney, A.S. director of sustainability affairs.
“You can access all of them for free.”
Varshney said the pilot program is
ALESSIO CAVALCA | SPARTAN DAILY only available for the quarter of SJSU
Dhruv Varshney, A.S. director of sustainability aﬀairs discusses the logistics of population that was randomly selected as
the BayPass Pilot Program in front of the Olympic Black Power Statue on Thursday. its current phase is meant to gather data

and numbers to analyze its effectiveness.
“This is just in its testing phases right now,
but if we see that these numbers are actually
appealing and encourage more people, we
will try to make it available for all the
students,” Varshney said after the news
conference.
The BayPass grants those students free
access to the 24 Bay Area Transit Operators for
the next two years, expanding the pre-existing
SmartPass Clipper Card.
Offered by A.S., the SmartPass Clipper
Card permits access to the VTA local and
rapid buses, limited routes and light rail lines,
and student payment is required.
Varshney, who is a commuter student, said
he spent more than $1,000 in Clipper Card fees
in the spring.
He said with the BayPass Pilot Program, his
transportation to and from school will be free.
TRANSIT | Page 4
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What to know about
US applications for
student debt relief
resident Joe Biden announced in an
Aug. 24 Twitter post that he plans to
P
fulﬁll a campaign promise to give working

Relief Opportunities for Students or
(HEROES) Act, ﬁrst signed after the
he
9/11 terrorist attack.
The HEROES Act gives the current
families “breathing room” by forgiving
ent
student loans of up to $10,000 and up to Educational Secretary, Miguel Cardona,
na,
powers to temporarily grant relief from
$20,000 for Pell Grant recipients.
om
His plan to forgive the debt of about student loan requirements during speciﬁ
ﬁc
40 million borrowers hit a bump last week periods including a war, national emergency
cy
amid lawsuits, which have already claimed or pandemic.
The Department of Education predicts that
that debt forgiveness of that size is beyond
hat
90% of relief will go to borrowers making
his power as president.
ng
A memo released by Biden cites the less than $75,000 a year.
powers aﬀorded in the Higher Education

When will the application go live?

The federal government stated that early October is when it expects
to open applications for student loan forgiveness, though there is no
oﬃcial set date. Borrowers should receive an email alerting them
when the application is available.
As many as eight million borrowers will receive automatic forgiveness
because the U.S. already has their incomes and loan information from the
Free Application for Federal Student Aid or FAFSA – if they don’t opt out.

How to alert your loan service provider:

INFOGRAPHIC BY BRYANNA BARTLETT & NICK ZAMORA;
SOURCE: SUNDAY USA TODAY ARTICLE, AUG. 24 NPR ARTICLE

How to ensure you’re qualified:

Only borrowers with federal loans are eligible for relief if their
individual incomes are less than $125,000 or $250,000 for
households. Pell Grant recipients are allowed up to $20,000 of
forgiven debt and everyone else up to $10,000.
The government has a temporary oﬀer to allow more borrowers to
qualify for forgiveness, but they must apply before Oct. 31.

Can you get a refund?

Update your contact information with your loan service so it can
contact you. Borrowers who aren’t aware of their lenders can log
into StudentAid.gov to ﬁnd out.
Your loan service provider will notify you when relief is applied
to your account and most borrowers are expected to see
forgiveness reﬂected in their accounts within six weeks.

What kind of loans are eligible?

Borrowers may be eligible for refunds, but only if they made
payments during the coronavirus pandemic that lowered their
balances to below the relief they would be eligible for.

How reliable is the program?

REAL?

FAKE?

Federally subsidized loans, unsubsidized loans, parent PLUS loans
and graduate PLUS loans are eligible.

Several recent lawsuits claim the one-time student loan
forgiveness is harmful or even oversteps the authority of the
president’s office.

Consolidated federally held loans qualify for relief as long as they
were taken out on or before June 30.

Any of those lawsuits have the potential to block the
debt relief or delay it.

ADVERTISEMENT
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UPD Sgt. Justin Celano and a student look at the computer to connect the Zoom call during the event in the Martin Luther King Jr. Library on Thursday afternoon.

UPD
Continued from page 1
from campus for the maximum of
14 days in compliance with
regulations.
Although Thursday’s event
was intended to be a bilateral
discussion, the student attendance
was extremely low with only
three students.
Carroll said to start solving the
problem of hate incidents, UPD
needs to have those individuals
who are affected at the table.
Regarding outreach for the
event, UPD Capt. Frank Belcastro
said the event was widespread
on campus.
“Emails went to every student
group provided by your student
enrollment people,” Belcastro
said. “So there’s over 300 different

student groups that had individual
emails, it was on the SAMMY
App and on the SJSU Event page.”
Carroll said he also spoke to
several Asian American student
groups and passed out flyers to the
SJSU community.
Carroll said even if many of those
students thought the event was a
great idea, they did not show up.
“I never even knew there was
a meeting until people started
posting online about how nobody
showed up,” said Joshua Montes,
master of education student.
Jinni Pradhan, the Center for
Asian Pacific Islander Student
Empowerment program director,
said although she didn’t initially
know about the event, she was able
to attend the second part of the
meeting on Zoom.
Pradhan said UPD is working
hard to build a connection with

the SJSU community to address
the problem, but low attendance at
the event might have been because
students were busy with their
classes and work schedules.
Montes said he barely even
has enough time to attend my
club meetings.“I am not sure how
motivated people are to attend
police meetings,” Montes said.
Electrical engineering junior
Posa Chi said the events aren’t
entirely effective.
“On average I think people
are more afraid of failing grades
rather than a potential hate crime
happening [on] campus,” Chi said.
Chi said those events should
take place in high traffic areas on
campus so that students can stop
by the stage and participate in the
discussion.
Carroll said although building
up a conversation with the

community requires time, the
participation in those events is a
critical element to make possible
the development of strategies to
address the hate crimes on campus.
“We don’t have knowledge of
each other’s lived experiences,” said
Carroll. “So we have to create any
type of space that we can learn from
each other.”
Carroll said establishing the
trust between UPD and the
SJSU community won’t happen
overnight.
Bob Lim, vice president of
Information Technology and
chief information officer shared
that sentiment and said there is
an importance of talking and
discussing issues that directly affect
the community.
“Not only do we have to learn
how to talk, we have to learn
how to address what we see and

what we experience in an
unbiased way,” Lim said after
the event. “We have to be able to
do that.”
He also said the more people
who are empowered to learn how
to have conversations, the more
others might feel comfortable to
talk about their experiences.
Carroll said one of the most
difficult things to talk about in
the U.S. is race because people are
uncomfortable and there’s a deep
history that comes with it.
“We have to get more and more
comfortable talking about race
and in that way, we have a better
understanding or respect for each
other,” Carroll said.

Follow the Spartan Daily on
Twitter @SpartanDaily

TRANSIT
Continued from page 1
“Now I can commute from Fremont
every day without worrying about the cost,”
Varshney said.
Accessing free public transportation is a
critical point for many commuter students
at SJSU.
The 2019 Annual Commute Survey,
published by A.S. Transport Solution in
March 2020, reports an overall alternative
transportation usage at SJSU of 46.6%.
The total transit users including VTA
and regional transit made up 36.1% of the
population or 12,264 riders, according to the
same survey.

This pass allows you access
to all 24 transit agencies,
which includes the BART
Caltrain, VTA and light rail.
You can access all of them
for free.
Dhruv Varshney
A.S. director of sustainability aﬀairs

Computer information sophomore
Pratham Bahl is another student enrolled in
the BayPass Pilot Program.
Bahl said he commutes from Hayward,
which is about 40 minutes away from SJSU,
five days a week and he rides the BART train
and VTA buses to reach campus.
“Last semester, I used to spend like
hundreds of dollars getting into my Clipper
Card and then taking the AC Transit to the
BART station and then taking the BART
to the various stations before taking the
500 VTA [bus stop] to reach SJSU,” Bahl said
at the news conference.
Cindy Chavez, Santa Clara County
Supervisor and San Jose mayoral
candidate, said she sees mobility and public
transportation as a key to access everything
that hinders people from meeting their goals.

ALESSIO CAVALCA | SPARTAN DAILY

SJSU Interim President Steve Perez (left) and Dhruv Varshney laugh together after holding a news conference on Thursday.

“I hope we’re going to see the kind of
success that allows everybody who’s going
to be taking part in Caltrain, VTA and all of
the different providers and demonstrate that
by making it easy, more people will do it,”
Chavez said during the news conference.
Raul Peralez, San Jose City Councilmember
for District 3 and member of the VTA Board,
said the comparison between students who do
not have access to the BayPass Program and
those who are already enrolled is fundamental
for future decisions.
“There are still students that don’t have

the BayPass that are taking public transit
today,” Peralez said. “Although they’re at a bit
of a loss, right now, they’re part of a write up
study program where we’re going to be able
to analyze the difference between the
ridership.”
He said the comparison and the analysis
of the data gathered will be essential to
understand how students use the BayPass.
“The more you get people used to using
public transit, understanding how to use it
and if you can make it free or more affordable
and efficient, they’re gonna continue to use

that throughout their lives,” Peralez said.
He said the BayPass Program could also
eventually become a solution to address the
parking availability and traffic problems
on campus.
Varshney said another benefit to the
program is having students “ditch” their cars
and utilize public transit,“Especially now
that parking has become such a pressing
issue in San Jose Downtown.”
Follow the Spartan Daily on
Twitter @SpartanDaily
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‘Try Guy’ successfully tries: cheating
By Sam Dietz
A&E EDITOR

The internet exploded on Sept. 27 after
hearing that Ned Fulmer, former executive
producer and member of the YouTube channel
“Try Guys,” cheated on his wife Ariel Fulmer.
The
Try
Guys
consisted
of
Keith Habersberger, Eugene Lee Yang,
Zach Kornfeld and Ned Fulmer and followed
the four as they tried new things that people
wouldn’t usually experience for viewers’
entertainment.
The quartet have recorded episodes in
which they have tried on women’s underwear,
skydived and did an educational series of
“Drunk Vs. High” to show the effects of alcohol
and weed while doing everyday actions.
On Monday, Habersberger, Kornfeld and
Yang released a YouTube video addressing the
situation.
“On Friday, [Sept.] 16, the three of us
signed written consent of the members of
2ND Try LLC, approving the removal of Ned
as a manager and an employee,” Habersberger
said in the video. “We chose not to rush into
the announcement for a few reasons. Namely,
there are real people who have been affected
and while we consider this a company matter,
there’s just also a family at the center of this.”
Rumors first appeared on the anonymous
social media site Reddit after one user posted
Instagram chat screenshots about seeing Ned
Fulmer kissing Alex Herring, a “Try Guys”
associate producer and fellow YouTuber, on
the dance floor in a New York club.
Fans originally ignored the rumors.
It was just another crazy person on social
media trying to start an internet drama until
users started noticing Ned Fulmer was slowly
being edited out (and poorly, I might add).
Since the start of the “Try Guys” series by
the popular media entertainment company
BuzzFeed in 2014, Ned Fulmer’s entire
personality has been glued to the fact that he’s
a “wife guy,” which is why longtime fans of the
series have been devastated to hear of the affair.
“Wife guys” are men whose fame and
accomplishments are owed to the posts they
make about their wives and have crafted their
entire personalities to it, according to a June 5,
2019 New York Times article.
Ariel Fulmer met Ned Fulmer in 2009 after
they both graduated college.
She has appeared in various episodes of the
“Try Guys” and has been with them since their
days at BuzzFeed before they broke away to
start up their own channel.
She and her husband collaborated on
“The Date Night Cook Book’’ in 2021, which
features recipes the two have made together
on their series “Date Night” and is filled with
pictures of the couple kissing, hugging and
having fun together.
Ariel Fulmer has also been featured on the
“Try Guys podcast” and hosts the podcast
“You Can Sit With Us,” which is co-hosted by
the significant others of the other Try Guys.
You could say she started everything
involving the women, known as Try Wives,
and brought a comforting feminine touch to
the series from the very beginning.
For longtime fans of the channel, Ned
Fulmer cheating on his wife feels like a big
fat loogie spit-take to the face followed by an
uppercut to the gut.
I wouldn’t go as far as to say “love is dead” at
the news of his infidelity, but it does flatline my
trust in the “devoted husband.”

ILLUSTRATION BY SAM DIETZ

Don’t get me wrong, a loyal partner is all
anyone wants and should be the standard.
But to craft your entire personality as being
the number one spouse of all time only to be
revealed as a cheating scumbag would make
anyone question others with similar personas.
Ned Fulmer released an apology
on social media platforms on Tuesday
afternoon, stating that he had a
“consensual workplace relationship.”
“Family should have always been my

Ned Fulmer cheating
on his wife feels like a
big fat loogie spit-take
to the face followed by
an uppercut to the gut.

priority, but I lost focus and had a consensual
workplace relationship. I’m sorry for any pain
that my actions may have caused to the guys
and the fans but most of all Ariel. The only
thing that matters right now is my marriage
and my children, and that’s where I am going
to focus my attention,” Ned Fulmer stated in
an Instagram post.
He has since remained silent on all social
media platforms.
The Try Guys have also removed Fulmer’s
cartoon icon from all of their socials and
replaced them with a triceratops, the official
mascot of the Try Guys.

They also announced on social media
platforms that Ned Fulmer will no longer be
working with them moving forward, making
fans wonder if his leaving will be the end of
the channel.
Ned Fulmer is being compared to
comedian John Mulaney, singer Adam Levine,
and Nigerian-American basketball coach
Ime Udoka of the Boston Celtics, and fiance of
American actress Nia Long.
All of those guys were devoted “wife guys”
until it was discovered they were cheating on
their partners.
Hell, I remember being so mad at director
Tim Burton for leaving actress Helena
Bonham Carter in 2014 that I threw my DVD
of “Sweeney Todd” at my bedroom door.
Maybe we should stop idolizing people
who make their entire personalities being the
“loyal” spouse or partner.
It makes it a lot less crushing for us
normies if something goes awry in the
celebrity relationship.
But humans are drama-seeking animals.
Even the least-dramatic person in the world
would love to tell you about the drama in the
relationships of celebrity couples.
When we become enticed with
celebrity relationships we often compare
their accomplishments to our own sad,
miserable lives.
Every milestone and romantic gesture is
so glamorous that we can’t help but become
invested in their successes vs. our own,
according to Cosmopolitan’s webpage.
That being said, I’m sad to see a relationship
that I grew up with fall apart.
The documentation of Ned and Ariel
Fulmer’s love spans years thanks to YouTube.
Fans all over are devastated (and pissed).
We had a front row seat to a love that was

so genuine and supportive, and we devoured
every single post and pic about it.
It goes without saying that sometimes the
glamorous lives and relationships of celebrities
are a lot grittier than the media we consume
makes it out to be.
You never know what pain and heartbreak
could be going on behind the fear of public
scrutiny for having a breakdown. Because
celebrities, no matter how big or small, are still
people.
“We ask that you respect the privacy of the
family members and employees who may be
caught up in this. We also want to remind
you that the internet has a tendency to be a lot
harsher towards women than men,” Yang said
in the YouTube video. “So please, we ask that
you exercise kindness.”
Ned Fulmer’s infidelity doesn’t hurt fans as
much as it does Ariel Fulmer, their two sons
and their fur-baby Bean, the labradoodle.
It’s too early to tell if the relationship will
break apart or if the two will continue to try
and make things work.
The couple were seen outside together
wearing their wedding bands, according to the
Page Six webpage, but there were no apparent
signs of affection between the two.
“Thanks to everyone who has reached out
to me - it means a lot. Nothing is more
important to me and Ned than our family, and
all we request right now is that you respect our
privacy for the sake of our kids,” Ariel Fulmer
stated on her Instagram Tuesday.
For now, love isn’t dead, it just should have
tried to be better.

Follow the Spartan Daily on Twitter
@SpartanDaily
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FOOTBALL

Spartans lasso Cowboys on road
By Brandon Twomey
STAFF WRITER

PHOTO COURTESY OF SJSU ATHLETICS

Senior running back Kairee Robinson breaks away from Cowboy defenders in Saturday night’s game against Wyoming in Laramie, Wyo.

safety, making the score an unusual
3-2.
To start the second half,
defensive lineman Cade Hall
secured his first career interception
off a deflected pass.
Linebacker Kyle Harmon led
the team in total tackles with
11, four of which were
solo tackles.
While the Spartans were
Chevan Cordeiro defending their 26-10 lead in the
third quarter, Wright sustained
what appeared to be a serious head
running back Titus Swen injury that required a stretcher to
in the Cowboy endzone.
carry him into an ambulance.
Defensive linemen Noah
Hall and Harmon led the way
Wright
and
linebacker for the defense, only giving up
Bryun Parham assisted on a 253 total yards to the Cowboys.
tackle that would force the
“They’re the ones out there

I feel like every week
we’re getting better
and better. I’m getting
more comfortable with
the offensive plays.
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1
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31

1

1

6

1

1

12

1

16
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1
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1
1
1

1

13

14
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ACROSS
1. Protective covering from
sunlight
6. Fastener
11. Certain coniferous trees
12. Dissent
15. Without warning
16. Worldwide
17. Anger
18. Gradual deterioration
20. Type of hat
21. Cease
23. Individual
24. Prod
25. Aspersion
6WURQJÀEHU
27. Domicile
$ERPLQDEOH6QRZPDQ
29. Donkey
&DEOHV
31. Wesleyan
34. Break into pieces
36. Ignited
37. Frosts, as a cake
41. Give as an example
42. Impetuous
43. Money
&XWEDFN

4 8

6 5

1

43

1

1

46

49

50

1

1

1

38

39

40

55

59

$IWHUEDWKSRZGHU
46. Whale
47. Chapter in history
48. Starchy food
51. Buffoon
52. Congregation
54. Sudden
56. Set free
57. Employ again
58. Consumer of food
59. Hemorrhage
DOWN
1. Spray in a scattering manner
2. Secret lair
3. Additionally
4. Exploit
5. Anagram of “Seen”
6. Broken finger support
7. Hag
8. After-bath wear
9. Estimated time of arrival
10. Accept gladly
13. Quenches
14. Sort
15. Pantywaist
16. Biblical gift of tongues
19. Conflict

3

22. A senior clergyman
24. Roofed walkway
26. Shower alternative
27. Not hers
30. Accompanying
32. East southeast
33. 70’s dance music
34. Rare
35. Extraordinary event
38. Merry drinking party
39. Got away
40. Rotating mechanism
42. A straight sword
44. Jury member
45. Thigh armor
48. Suckling spot
49. Carbohydrate
50. Cain’s brother
53. Grassland
55. Regret

-2.,1·
AROUND

2 9

6
5
3 2
8 9
5

4
7
6

51

Follow Brandon on Twitter
@brandon_2me

“What do
you call a
boomerang that
ZRQ·WFRPH
back?”

6
1

7
5 4

4

1

23 more total plays, SJSU took
command of the game. At the
end of the night, Brennan said he
knew that this outcome would be
possible each week, as long as the
players rallied to play together.
“If we’re gonna be the team we
wanna be, we’re gonna have to
be led by the guys on the field,”
Brennan said.
The Spartans will head back
home and look to continue their
win streak to three games on Friday
at CEFCU Stadium, where they
will host a conference game against
a UNLV team that is currently 4-1
on the season.
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7
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54

56

1
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1

30
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24

33
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9

1
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1

8

19

1

44
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SUDOKU PUZZLE
Complete the grid so that every row, column and
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
1

between the white lines, they
have to be the positive voice, they
have to be the ones saying, ‘Yes
we can,’ ” head coach Brent Brennan
said about Harmon and Hall.
SJSU controlled the time of
possession compared to Wyoming,
with a total of 36:52 minutes to
Wyoming’s 23:08 minutes.
SJSU recorded 456 total
offensive yards compared to
Wyoming’s 253, which is also
SJSU’s most offensive yards
recorded since November 2021
against Nevada.
The passing game was
one-sided, with SJSU airing a
total of 314 yards compared to
Wyoming’s 110.
With 15 more first downs and

5

SOLUTIONS
H E E
A N T
D E H
E M E
S Y R
P E P
H A R
U L E
GOD
S E A
P WC
T O T
E R I
S E N
T OG

4
1
9
5
2
3
6
8
7

3
7
8
1
4
6
9
5
2

D S F I
I T OM
Y D R A
S E AG
I NG E
L I E A
E MU C
X I C H
I F L O
BOA R
OUN T
A L E L
S H H I
T A I N
S H E G

6
5
2
9
7
8
3
1
4

1
2
5
6
3
9
7
4
8

R
A
T
E
C
A
H
E
A
D
I
E
S
N
E

7
3
6
8
1
4
2
9
5

9.29.22

S T T C AM
H A ROB E
OR E N E A
R R S T Y L
T I A R A L
L L I A NC
I L L U C U
S S UM E T
T A R E S E
I R A N E L
S E C U L A
A S E I OB
T OR I C A
E R S R A C
S TM E L K

8
9
4
2
5
7
1
3
6

9
4
1
7
8
2
5
6
3

5
8
7
3
6
1
4
2
9

P
Y
R
E
E
E
T
A
T
Y
R
I
L
E
S

2
6
3
4
9
5
8
7
1

“A stick.”

The San Jose State football
team
secured
a
33-16
victory in its Mountain West
Conference opener against
the Wyoming Cowboys at
War Memorial Stadium in
Laramie, Wyo.
Quarterback Chevan Cordeiro
had a big game, going 21 of
37 for a total of 314 yards and a
touchdown through the air.
Cordeiro also picked up
24 yards and two touchdowns on
the ground.
When asked about the Spartans
offense, Cordeiro said, “I feel
like every week we’re getting
better and better. I’m getting
more comfortable with the
offensive plays.”
Wide receiver Elijah Cooks
was Cordeiro’s primary target
through the air, racking in 8 of his
11 targets for 177 total yards.
“Having a quarterback who
can do all the things he does, it
makes our offense 10 times better,”
Cooks said. “He’s a true leader out
on the field.”
Cordeiro and Cooks made a
52-yard pass connection in the
second quarter after the Spartans
defense stuffed Wyoming on a
crucial 4th and 1 in the
previous possession.
The pass set up an 8-yard
touchdown to tight end Skylar
Loving-Black, the first one of
his career.
Running back Kairee Robinson
continued his success on the
ground, rushing for 102 yards on
20 attempts, the second highest
yard total in his collegiate career,
while recording a touchdown.
On the defensive side of the
ball, the Spartans were just
as dominant.
Midway through the first
quarter, the Spartans forced a
safety after tackling Wyoming
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How Bollywood crafts compelling stories
Saumya Monga
ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Growing up, there were
certain constants in my
household:
chai, the aroma of my mom’s
cooking and the magic of a
Bollywood film.
While some American
audiences might think that
Bollywood’s magic comes from
its vibrant choreography and
dramatic plots, it actually comes
from Bollywood’s ability to
depict relationships.
India, unlike the U.S., is a
collectivist culture, where the
needs of a group come before
the needs of an individual
and members of the group
are interconnected, according
to a Feb. 23 article by the
mental health research website
VeryWellMind.
Bollywood movies depict
this idea of a strong community
thus are able to pull on a
viewer’s emotions.
Life isn’t about putting
your needs before others,
which is more encouraged
in an individualistic society,
rather it’s about cultivating the
relationships around you.
In Ayan Mukerji’s 2013 film
“Yeh Jawaani Hai Deewani,”
emphasis is placed on
maintaining friendships.
The film follows a group
of four friends. One of the
members, Bunny, played by
Ranbir Kapoor, wants to be a
journalist and travel the world.

While another member Naina,
played by Deepika Padukone, is
perfectly content living with her
parents in India.
While Bunny seems thrilled
traveling the world at first, his
demeanor changes as he copes
with the immense loneliness
being away from home.
The movie culminates at a
wedding where everyone is
reunited for the first time in
eight years. Slowly, Bunny and
the viewers realize the value
in surrounding yourself with a
community of supporters.

Even in a classic movie like
1990’s “Home Alone,” all I could
think about was “doesn’t the
family have any friends in the
city that could check on Kevin?”
If it was an Indian film, Kevin
would soon be surrounded by a
giant community of friends.
That’s just the way South
Asian families operate. My
weekends are spent showing up
unannounced to family friends’
houses. When I go to India,
there is a revolving door of
neighbors and family there to
support you.
I understand sometimes
family can be toxic and it may
be best to move away from
them. But in Desi culture, even
when you feel the need to leave
your family, you have a group
of friends who become your
family to ensure that you never
feel alone.
American culture has that

Audiences are drawn to Indian movies
because they are not only a spectacle
but also pull on emotions. They show
how colorful life can be especially
when you have a community.

It’s an emotional ending
because of the love it depicts
between friends, partners and
family.
I don’t think a Hollywood
movie has ever made me cry the
same way a Bollywood film has.
Hollywood is simply too cold
in their storylines, it’s all about
the hero’s journey and their
struggles alone.
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too, but not to the same extent
as Indian culture and that is
shown in Bollywood.
In 2009’s “3 Idiots,” the movie
follows a group of three friends
who become each other’s
family at the harrowing Indian
Institute of Technology. Amidst
the pressure, they hold on to
each other.
When one of the friends goes
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missing after they graduate,
the others are willing to do
just about anything, including
grounding a plane by faking a
medical emergency, to find him.
One of them leaves their
wedding to meet their long-lost
bestie. Hollywood could never.
There is a strong pull and
desire to hold on to people for
dear life in Indian culture.
Bollywood doesn’t come
without its issues. Historically,
there have been only lightskinned actors featured in films
and nepotism dominates the
industry.
Famous Indian actors such
as Ranbir Kapoor, who recently
starred in the blockbuster
“Brahmāstra: Part One – Shiva,”
come from families who are
deeply ingrained in the film
industry as directors and actors.
There is also a strong sense
of nationalism in many films,
which is related to the rise of
current Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his
anti-Muslim rhetoric according
to a June 10, 2021 article by
The Atlantic.
Modi also has had a direct
influence on the censoring of
Bollywood films that depict
interfaith relationships between
Hindus and Muslims according
to the same article.
In 2019, Modi’s government
passed the Citizenship
Amendment Act which
provided a path to citizenship
for any non-Muslim migrants
coming from Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Afghanistan
according to a
June 10, 2022 Al Jazeera article.
Despite the current
government’s influence,
Bollywood hasn’t stopped
creating films that challenge
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this ideal and has been
exceptional at weaving in social
issues.
One example of this is the
2021 film “Sardar Udham”
about the freedom fighter
Udham Singh, played by Vicky
Kaushal, who fought for India’s
independence when they were
still ruled by the British.
Singh famously gave his name
as Ram Singh Mohammad
Azad, representing the three
dominant religions of India:
Hinduism, Sikhism and Islam
according to Farina Mir’s 2010
book “The Social Space of
Language.”
Hollywood barely manages
to combine social issues with
an intriguing plot line the same
way Bollywood does.
Audiences are drawn to
Indian movies because they
are not only a spectacle but
also pull on emotions. They
show how colorful life can be
especially when you have a
community.
When people think of
Bollywood, they think of
vibrant dance sequences
and 3-hour long films but
Bollywood has always made
films that challenge audiences
with their complex plot lines
and phenomenal acting.
So make yourself a warm cup
of chai and watch the emotional
roller coaster of a Bollywood
film because there is truly
nothing like it.
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